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A Spiritual Icon Passes Away
 
Our dear respected brother Rashid
Ahmad American of Milwaukee Majlis
passed away on February 7, 2015, Inna
lillahi wa inna ilaihi raji‘un.

Brother Rashid Ahmad was born in
1923 in East St. Louis, Illinois. He
accepted Ahmadiyyat in 1947 in
Chicago. At the time, Imam Bengali was
the missionary in Chicago. There were
other converts in Chicago as well who
had accepted Ahmadiyyat through
Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Sadiq ﴾may
Allah be pleased with him﴿. One of his
earlier friends, Brother Abid Haneef—
who himself is a convert to Ahmadiyyat
—recalls that Brother Rashid Ahmad
was one of the most effective members
of the community when it came to
Tabligh and was known for his honesty.
He was affectionately called "Mr.
Tabligh" by his companions for his
unshakeable services to the spread of
Islam and Ahmadiyyat.
 
Hazrat Musleh Mau’ud ﴾may Allah be pleased with him﴿ indicated his desire
around 1948 for American Ahmadis to come to Rabwah, Pakistan, and
dedicate their lives to study for the propagation of Islam. Brother Rashid
Ahmad leapt at the opportunity and was fortunate to be selected for the
honor. He stayed at Rabwah for five years and having been trained under the
aegis of Hazrat Musleh Mau’ud, he became the first American missionary of
the Jama'at. His friend Abid Haneef recalls, “He was our national hero…
everyone wanted to be Rashid Ahmad!”

Brother Rashid’s journey to Pakistan was nothing short of a miracle. He was
arrested in the Middle East on his way to Pakistan and accused of spying!
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When he finally reached Pakistan, he had no idea where to go, in a
completely foreign country with a different language. Yet he persevered and
with Allah’s support had the honor of studying and serving by the side of
Hazrat Musleh Mau’ud.

Brother Rashid Ahmad was always actively involved in the Jama’at’s as well as
Majlis’ activities throughout his life. He especially attended the National
Ijtima’at of Majlis Ansarullah, USA till his very senior years. He was very
passionate about Tabligh and served with great zeal. He regularly appeared
on the live weekly TV program Islam Live on Milwaukee Public TV.

Brother Rashid Ahmad had the blessed opportunity to perform Hajj. He has
also served as Amir Jama'at USA. He was the first recipient of the Mufti
Muhammad Sadiq Lifetime Achievement Award. The award was presented by
Majlis Khuddamul Ahmadiyya, USA at their annual Qa’idin Refresher Course
﴾QRC﴿ in 2007.

Please share your memories about our dear Brother Rashid Ahmad American
on the web pagethat Majlis Ansarullah, USA has launched in his memory.
 

 

Ansar Tahir Scholarship
 

Majlis Ansarullah, USA is offering Ansar Tahir Scholarship to Ansar for
up to $4,000 per year per applicant for a maximum of two year
training ﴾maximum amount is $8,000 per applicant﴿. The scholarship is
for vocational training of Ansar to improve their employability and
cannot be used as seed money to start a new business. The
scholarship will be granted on “first come, first serve” basis. There is
no deadline for the application. In most cases, payments will be made
directly to the training institution. Applications should be submitted
through the local Za‘im Ansarullah. Applicants will be selected based
on the following criteria:

The applicant is a bona fide member of Majlis Ansarullah,
USA in good standing.
The applicant has identified a new or alternate career path
and is capable and willing to undertake successful
completion of the proposed training.

More information and application for the scholarship can be
found here.
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Direct inquiries to: Tahir.Scholarship@ansarusa.org or 856‐495‐6421.

Resolution on the Demise of Rashid Ahmad American

Today, on February 10, 2015, the National Amilah of Majlis Ansarullah, USA
submits a condolence resolution on the sad demise of Rashid Ahmad
American who has served as the Amir of the USA Jama’at.

He accepted Ahmadiyyat in 1947 in Chicago. With a deep desire to dedicate
his life under the blessed guidance of Hazrat Musleh Mau’ud ﴾may Allah be
pleased with him﴿ he undertook an arduous journey to Rabwah and stayed
there for five years.

His universal response of ‘Jee Huzoor’ to every direction of Hazrat Musleh
Mau’ud ﴾may Allah be pleased with him﴿ was a reflection of his unconditional
obedience to Khilafat.

He had a deep passion for Tabligh and regularly appeared on live weekly TV
program about Islam on Milwaukee Public TV.

His undiluted enthusiasm in attending Jalsa, Ijtima, and Jama’at events could
not be deterred by his old age and his radiating presence would not go
unnoticed even by members who did not know him well enough.

His last speech at Jalsa Salana USA 2014 was a reflection of the purity of his
thoughts with resolute devotion to Khilafat and the Ahmadiyya Jama’at.

He was a spiritual icon for many and will therefore be remembered as a
sincere, devoted, and compassionate member of the Ahmadiyya Jama’at.

May Allah the Exalted grant him high status in paradise! Ameen.

We are the members of the National Amilah of Majlis Ansarullah, USA
 

 

Send us your stories of brotherhood, Ijtima memories, or any other
inspiring experience that we can share with Ansar brothers via this e‐

newsletter.

Department of Publications
Majlis Ansarullah, USA
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